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Dear Fellow Retiree:

Contributions and Fees Notice

At the February 2007 Board of Directors Meet-
ing, it was decided to reduce annual dues from 
$15 to $10 per year and to stop accepting contri-
butions from members. 

The purpose of dues and contributions was to cre-
ate a reserve of cash that could be used to pursue le-
gal action against the corporation should retiree 
benefits be in jeopardy.  As you all know, we lost 
those benefits and pursued Kaiser Aluminum to re-
coup them.  Through the hard work and excellent 
negotiations of the 1114 Committee, Kaiser Alumi-
num retirees were able to obtain a settlement from 
Kaiser Aluminum and provide for the formation of 
the VEBA.  Again, the 1114 Committee was able to 
get Kaiser to pay for Kaiser Aluminum retiree legal 
costs in pursuing the settlement. This is quite fortu-
nate, as we would not have had sufficient reserves 
to pay these legal costs out of KASRA funds.

As a result of these successes, KASRA now has a 
very strong cash reserve position. We don't expect 
major legal or consultancy costs in the future, but 
will maintain a prudent contingency amount in the 
event of the unforeseen. As a result of the decision 
to reduce dues and discontinue contributions, 
KASRA expects to operate on a negative annual 
budget and gradually reduce cash reserves, but will 
review the annual dues question should circum-
stances warrant.

All contributions made in 2007 to date, and any 
subsequent contributions will be considered dues 
payments and will be credited to the contributor's 
account.  Prepaid dues for future years will be cred-
ited to future years dues at the new rate.  This 
means that you will not receive a 

dues reminder should you have sufficient funds in 
your account to cover the next dues period.   The 
Board would like to thank all who made contribu-
tions to the fund. 
 
The Board believes that these actions will provide 
KASRA with the necessary funds to continue to 
keep its membership informed on issues and devel-
opments, especially those relating to the VEBA 
trust from which limited medical reimbursements 
have been made, COBRA coverage, Kaiser retirees' 
activities, senior issues and Kaiser's performance.  
KASRA does this through email, selected mailings, a 
newsletter, KASRA Retiree News, and a (future) 
KASRA website.  It also publishes the KASRA 
Email Directory for use by retirees in contacting old 
friends.  KASRA is also the linkage to a network of 
Kaiser retiree luncheon/social groups located around 
the country.

On behalf of your Board of Directors

Dick Kauffman
President

Glimpse of the Past

Several years ago, Oakland retiree John Schnittker 
(Alamo, CA) dropped off a set of leather bound 
books with the editors of KASRA News.  They 
were annual volumes of the company's monthly em-
ployee newsletter, Kaiser Aluminum News, from 
1948 to 1971. 
The 28-page newsletter was chock full of news from 
each of the corporation's business lines, plants and 
operations, as well as customer stories on aluminum 
applications.  We thought you would enjoy reading 
about Kaiser Aluminum in the 'good ole days'.  Turn 
the page for some highlights from 1951.



1951 Kaiser Aluminum News
January  - A new potline was installed at Mead, 
boosting annual reduction capacity by 40 million 
pounds.

February  - Bright-Dip, developed by the division 
of metallurgical research at Kaiser's Spokane, WA, 
laboratory is patented.  Bright-Dip brightens alumi-
num products to a reflectivity as high as 88 percent 
of a perfect mirror.

- Trentwood rolling mill shipped its billionth 
pound of fabricated aluminum from this 53-acre 
plant that began manufacturing aluminum in 1946 
following WWII.

March - Kaiser Aluminum selects New Orleans, 
LA, as the site for construction of a new four-pot-
line reduction plant, that would later become the 
Chalmette plant, with a 200 million-pound annual 
capacity.

- Kaiser-Frazer Corporation begins fabri-
cated production for C-119 cargo airplanes at Wil-
low Run, MI; aluminum components manufacturing 
commences at San Leandro, CA, for the Lockheed 
P2V Navy anti-submarine patrol bomber.

April - Kaiser Aluminum enters the extrusion in-
dustry with the opening of its Halethorpe, MD 
plant.  

May - Kaiser Aluminum becomes one of only 1200 
companies to be listed on the New York Stock Ex-
change.  Its ticker tape symbol: KLU.

June - Kaiser Aluminum supplies lightweight alu-
minum fuel tanks to military contractor Republic for 
the F-84 Thunderjet used in the Korean War.

July - Bauxite mining begins in Jamaica at a sprawl-
ing 7000- acre site; raw materials extraction now 
makes Kaiser Aluminum a completely integrated 
aluminum manufacturer.

August - Kaiser Chemicals' dolomite quarry at Na-
tividad, CA and Moss Landing Refractories, CA are 
featured.

September  -  Kaiser Aluminum's Triplex product 
is manufactured at its cable and bar plant in Newark, 
OH.  Triplex, a single-self-supporting cable of three 
wires not only reduces the spiderwork of multiple 
wires, feeding into homes from outside power poles 
but also lowers installation costs. 

October - Edgar F. Kaiser, President of Kaiser-
Frazer Corporation, is elected to the Board of Direc-
tors of Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Corporation.

November - The Trentwood plant's annual picnic 
attracts 12,000 people at a park in Idaho, making it 
the largest ever company employee event.  Food, 
games and more than 200 prizes were distributed, 
including a brand new Kaiser automobile awarded to 
the lucky worker whose timecard was drawn.

December - Kaiser Aluminum supplies sheet to 
General Mills for its Crusade For Freedom campaign 
to send thousands of diamond-shaped balloons to 
Poland and Czechoslovakia.  General Mills creates 
lightweight easy-to-lift aluminum stencils to imprint 
the 54-inch-wide balloons with the word freedom in 
Czech and Polish.  Weighted by leaflets, the balloons 
are pointed toward the Iron Curtain, filling the Christ-
mas sky with messages of peace, freedom and hope.

Editor's Note:  Would you like to see recaps of 
Kaiser Aluminum News as a regular feature in 
KASRA News?  Please email your comments or 
write to us. Send us your fond recollections or sug-
gestions to highlight a certain year in Kaiser Alumi-
num history. 



Member Profile: 

Evo Alexandre, 
Jr.  

Chances are you wouldn't be reading this newsletter or 
receiving it by email, if it weren't for Evo Alexandre, 
Jr (Moraga, CA).  The Kaiser retiree has been instru-
mental in setting up processes and systems to ensure 
that KASRA member’s names, addresses and dues in-
formation are updated, accurate and included with each 
mailing or transmission of KASRA News.  We thought 
you'd like to know more about this tireless volunteer 
who is always working to keep our communications 
flowing.

Q.  You spent 34 years with the company. What 
did you do and where were you located? 
A.  I joined the company at its Bristol, RI plant and 
worked in the data processing department. We used 
IBM cards to record each transaction.  I was trans-
ferred to Kaiser Bauxite, Jamaica and worked in Ja-
maica for 8 years before returning to Bristol where I 
was controller and systems manager. In 1973, I trans-
ferred to Oakland and became data processing systems 
manager and then corporate manager, management 
systems.  
Q.  What did you enjoy most about working at 
Kaiser Aluminum?
A.  I enjoyed meeting the different challenges at each 
of the various plants and locations where I worked. 
Especially memorable was the time in Jamaica, where 
I had the opportunity to put in a data processing sys-
tem that allowed us to become the first company in 
Jamaica to pay employees by check.  We had 1200 
employees and 30 expatriates.  I was also involved 
with accounting, warehousing, purchasing and shipping 
operations.  I still maintain contact with many of the 
fine people that my wife Martina and I met there.
Q.  What do you do for KASRA?
A.  I set up an accounting system to keep track of 
KASRA salaried retirees, KASRA members, paid dues 

and contributions, as well as residential and email ad-
dresses.  I designed and programmed a database system 
to use this information to distribute KASRA News 
both by email and snail mail.  For the latter, I provide 
updated mailing lists to the printer each time they 
send hard copies of the newsletter by U.S. Postal Serv-
ice.  To facilitate electronic communications with re-
tirees, I set up two email addresses.  If retirees have 
any news they wish to share with the group, they 
email news@e-kasra.com and I forward their emails to 
the editor of KASRA News. Retirees can send all other 
correspondence, questions or requests for information, 
e.g. VEBA, by email to kasra@e-kasra.com.  
Q.  How many KASRA members have email ad-
dresses?
A.  More than half of our membership receive their 
KASRA News and my e-blasts by email.  The internet 
has been a phenomenal communications tool that has 
enabled us to send information out immediately, on a 
more timely basis. 

Q.  I notice at times I receive email correspon-
dence from you late at night.  Are you a nite 
owl?
A.  I don't need much sleep. And I keep active during 
the day, playing golf every weekday morning at Tilden 
Golf Club with Jed Daniel and Lee Pesavento.  
Q.  What's your handicap?
A.  Let's just say I enjoy the game.  My best score was 
80 and that made me smile.  

Photo from December 1951 Kaiser Aluminum News



What's Going On

Hot Wheels…Nadine Rydman (Modesto, CA) 
says that hubby Ron last year completed a 7-year 
restoration on a 1956 Chevrolet pickup.  Then gas 
prices skyrocketed and curtailed plans for cross 
country shows. Nonetheless, the Rydmans managed 
to show the truck in California and Nevada cities, 
driving off with a few awards along the way.  Ra-
venswood retiree Dean Lauer (Murraysville WV) 
is still active, despite having had his pancreas, 
spleen, gall bladder and most of his stomach re-
moved 17 years ago.  The grandfather of four has 
traveled to Cyprus, Sweden, Germany, Canada and 
Alaska.  Wordsmith Helene Hancock of Kansas 
City, MO, enjoys playing Scrabble with family 
members.  She also does a bit of knitting and sewing.  
Sharon Hufman of Hermiston, OR, cooks meals 
for her church's Homeless Open Table ministry and 
loves gardening. 

More travels...Sara 
and Harlan Gilmore 
continue their exotic 
travels to faraway 
beaches, recently 
checking in from the 
Bay of Bengal, where 
the coconut curry is 
very good.  Kathy and 
Tony Procanik, 
Monarch Beach, CA, 
loved their trip to Thailand and Cambodia, calling  
Angkor Wat a Wonder of the World. Oakland retiree 
and resident Dick Spees traveled to Wash DC, 
Kona, HI, San Diego, CA and Whistler, BC last 
year.  Among numerous activities, Dick is Chairman 
of the Board of Chabot Space & Science Center, a 
fantastic venue for kids and parents complete with a 
planetarium for gazing at the stars.  John L. Eibl of 
Brandenton, FL, sends his regards to fellow Erie 
forgings retirees.  John enjoys bowling, golf and 
shuffle board.  Last December Marilyn and Rod La-
Rocque of Las Vegas, NV, took a six-week land and 
cruise vacation to the South Pacific, Australia, New 
Zealand and French Polynesia. Last month they 
took three generations of family to Disney World 
and are looking forward to more cruises to Europe 
this summer and fall.

It pays to listen… Oakland retiree Cliff Rider (San 
Ramon, CA) won a trip for two including airfare on 
American Airlines 
plus a European 
river cruise from a 
San Francisco radio 
station.  Dallas ex-
trusions retiree and 
residents Mary 
and Clif Stone are 
developing and 
building a 90-foot 
waterfall just east 
of Lake Lewisville 
near Denton,TX.  
Erie forgings retiree Al Vogel of Flagstaff, AZ, and 
his wife, Maralyn last year attended a nephew's 
wedding in Dublin, Ireland.  The Vogels took an an-
nual fall trip to the family hunting camp in Eastern 
Pennsylvania.  

Cruisin…. Oakland Refractories retirees Marlene 
Austin & Sherwood Gray of Sparks, NV, took 
their third cruise to the Mexican Riviera last fall.  
Kaiser Center retiree Vince Beaudet is a realtor and 
top producer with Herth Real Estate in San Fran-
cisco.  Vince is also a Board member of Kaiser Lake-
side Credit Union. Bristol retiree Joseph S. Martin 
Jr. of East Providence, RI, spends half the year in 
St. Petersburg, FL, and enjoys karaoke.  Mead re-
tiree Steve Moran (Deer Park, WA) has been taking 
care of a 3-year old grandson while his daughter is 
on assignment in Korea for the Air Force.  Steve en-
joys steelhead fishing and caring for five acres of 
land that includes seasonal berry-picking.

Oakland retiree Cleveland E. Owen (Scottsboro, 
AL) likes working in threes - fixing up three houses 
and three cars. He spent two weeks in the Smokey 
Mountains and took a trip to Fort Worth, TX for a 
Marine reunion.   Oakland retiree and resident Af-
rina Leavy is a travel consultant and has traveled a 
lot over the past year.  Gramercy retiree Kay 
McArdle of Metairie, LA, is President of the New 
Orleans Museum of Art Volunteers.
Ag Chem retiree Albert Anderson (Decatur, IN) 
has a bad back, but enjoys fishing nonetheless.  For-
mer corporate communications alum Liz Simon 
(San Francisco, CA) says her husband Jan has pho-



tos of Greece, Myanmar and Venice on display at 
the Lafayette Gallery where he is a member. You're 
invited to a reception on May 18 from 6-9 pm at 50 
Lafayette Circle.  

On the move..  From Waynesville, NC to Palm 
Springs, CA, Oakbrook IL retiree Keith Sprouse 
and his wife Dorothy enjoy their California digs.  

  Baton Rouge retiree and resident Larry Muenzler 
is a consultant to the alumina business and serves as 
a Junior Achievement volunteer, teaching classes to 
elementary and middle school students.    Ravens-
wood retiree Joanne Horne Clevenger (Letart, 
WV) keeps busy with Lions, Eastern Star 
&Women's Club activities and serves as secretary 
for United Methodist Church in New Haven. 

Portsmouth retiree and 
hammie Joe Darling of 
Brisol, RI, sold his 
boats, so now he sits on 
the dock and watches 
others sail.  He did take 
the high speed ferry 
from Portland, ME to 
Yarmouth, N.S., calling 
it a rough ride.Plymouth 
Meeting Refractories 

retiree William Miller (Harborside, ME) enjoys 
woodworking and making small carvings, furniture 
as well as refinishing. He and wife Bette follow the 
birds south in the winter.  
Ravenswood retiree Paul L. Smith of New Mar-
tinsville, WV, for the last year has been helping son 
Greg with his country club and golf course in Farm-
ville, VA.  Oakland retiree June Shane (Walnut 
Creek, CA) last year enjoyed a family reunion of all 
her children in Santa Fe, NM.  

Gramercy retiree Mark Varisco of Gonzales, LA, is 
involved in real estate investing and commercial 
funding.  He helped to provide meals to storm 
evacuees through St. Raphael's Catholice Church in 
New Orleans.  The last active employee to retiree 
from Baton Rouge in 1988 is Roy Courvillion of 
Placquemine, LA.  Roy makes a mean jambalaya 
when he's not hunting or fishing.  Mead retiree Tom 
Groce (Spokane Valley, WA) loves to travel by car 

around the country.  Last year, he attended a grand-
daughter's graduation in Minnesota, driving to and 
from.  Another Mead retiree is Wes Nordin 
(Bullhead City, AZ) who plays piano for senior 
citizen groups.  Wes likes to travel too, touring the 
Western states all the way up to Alaska and beyond 
to Vancouver, BC.

A fully retired employee,  Eugene (Gene) Miller 
of Baton Rouge, LA, says he now reports to a 
higher authority:  his spouse, Ann.  Last year, Ra-
venswood retiree Donald E. Waldie (Point Pleas-
ant, WV) and his wife Margaret took a Mexican 
Riviera cruise and visited Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan 
and Puerto Vallarta.  Gramercy retiree Bob Schoen 
(Baton Rouge, LA) is a beekeeper, enjoys duck 
hunting and is a Mr. Fix-It.  Erie retiree and resident 
Lynn Huston volunteers his time to repair church 
statues.  Last year, he took a cruise and land tour to 
Alaska.

Bristol retiree William (Bill) O. Andersen, Jr. of 
Somerset, MA, last year took the annual family trip 
to the Atlantis Hotel on Paradise Island, Bahamas. 
Bluegrass music lovers Jean and Lynn Dixon 
(Prairieville, LA) attend as many such music festi-
vals as they can.  Genevieve O. Wolff (Buchanan 
Dam, TX) who is 87 years young, thankfully sur-
vived a car accident with an 18-wheeler last year. 
She uses a walker but still manages to enjoy flower 
gardening. Charles 
Doran of New 
Waverly, IN, nearly 
90, still enjoys mowing 
the lawn, reading and 
gardening.  Last year, 
Lonnie Sawyer of 
Spokane, WA, shot a 
76, his age, in golf. 
That's one sport where subsequently shooting your 
age doesn't get any better.
 
QAL 40th Anniversary Reunion Update... Organiz-
ers are finalizing plans to make the Gladstone Enter-
tainment Centre the central booking center for all 
Reunion functions.  The Gladstone Promotion Bu-
reau will serve as a one-stop shop for accommoda-

continued on pack page



What’s Going On... cont.

tions, transportation and private tours.  Email Jim 
Eliot for further details at jenandjim@bigpond.com 
or KASRA member Len Sedlin at 
len_sedlin@bellsouth.net

Happy Anniversary... Iliane and Ray VanBuskirk 
of Moraga, CA, cele-
brated their 60th 
wedding anniversary 
in March.  Lucy and 
Bob Newsom (Baton 
Rouge, LA) will cele-
brate their 50th anni-
versary this June.  
The Gramercy retiree 
does a little gardening, golf and reads the Book of 
Mormon.

In Memoriam

Frank Robert Baysinger - Marana, AZ
Elmo R. Blanchard - Lawrenceville, GA

Donald J. Durr – Carlisle, PA
Normal P. Faucheux - Covington, LA
Maxcine S. Gibson - Marietta, GA

Robert B. “Bob” Kuehn - Spokane, WA
 Wilbert J. “Wib” Lawler - Lacey, WA

Einer Ernest Loreen - Spokane,WA
Anthony J. Luzio - Newark, OH

Patrick J. McGinn - Spokane, WA
Oscar M. Moore - Willits, CA
Bill J. Neal - Lady Lake, FL
Max J. Ott     Lincoln, CA

Donald L. Pulliam - Baton Rouge, LA
Irene H. Purcell - San Leandro, CA

Philip L. Small, Jr. (Died 2004) - Chico, CA
Edward W. Vannest - Spokane, WA

We apologize for the misunderstanding and error 
listing  – Harry A. Herzel of Spokane, WA in the 
In Memoriam portion of a recent Newsletter.  He is 
alive and has moved to the Veterans Home in Spo-
kane.  Unfortunately, his spouse Margaret has re-
cently passed away.

In addition, the Editor inadvertedly reported in the 
March issue that deceased  Karl James "Mr. Jim" 
Klason resided in Wauna WV.   Before his passing, 
he lived in Wauna, WA.

The KASRA Board of Directors expresses its deep-
est sympathy to families and loved ones.

KASRA Retiree News 
In Memoriam Information

 
The "In Memoriam" section of the Retiree News 
lists the retiree's name and the home city and state in 
KASRA's  records.  If one has access to the Internet, 
you may find more information by using the re-
sources of the Web to locate a newspaper in the city 
or town listed after the name of the retiree.   First, 
go to the site, onlinenewspapers.com, choose 
"USA" and then "Listed by State".  Choose the state 
and review the list of newspapers; then click on the 
newspaper that appears to cover the particular 
city/town.   You will then be at the chosen newspa-
per site.  Find the obituaries section and do a search 
in the newspaper's obituary archives on-line.   Occa-
sionally, you can search by name, but sometimes 
one has to guess at the date of death;  usually, it is 
one or two months prior to the date of the Retiree 
News.  Often, the newspaper obituary section or 
the funeral home may have a "Guest Book", which 
allows one to include remembrances and condolences 
for the family.

KASRA NEWS TO BE UPGRADED
 
First of all, we have changed the paper type to a 
glossy quality. The new paper will allow the Editor 
to include more detailed graphics and pictures.  

For those who receive the KASRA NEWS in the 
mail, we are also considering  printing in full color. 
Look for additional upgrades in the future.

Send KASRA Your News
Write us your news, travels, stories, KASRA obitu-
aries. Send a note to Mark Murray, Editor, KASRA 
News,  2471 San Miguel Drive, Walnut Creek, CA 
94596 or email mamwmipr@aol.com.Telephone: 
925-932-6050 



The Lunch Bunch

May 3 Baton Rouge 
Lunch at noon at Mansur's, 5720 Corporate Blvd.  
Call Bob Eisenbach (225) 926-1334 or email him at 
bobeisenbach@cox.net (Baton Rouge meets 1st 
Thursday of each month)

May 7 Los Angeles (So. CA)
Noon at The Elephant Bar, 14303 E. Firestone 
Blvd., La Mirada. Norm Manger (310) 377-2135 or 
email him at normanger@cox.net. (Meetings held the 
1st Monday of each month)

May 10 Mead
11:30 a.m. Lunch at Cathay Inn on North Division 
St. Contact Phil Marksbury at (509) 325-1798 or 
email him at pjmarksb@ comcast.net. (Mead meets 
2nd Thursday of each month)

May 15 Newark
11 a.m. at Stacy’s Hometown Buffet in Heath, 
Ohio. Contact Bob Abel (740) 323-2268 or email 
rpabel@alltel.net. (Newark meets 3rd Tuesday of 
every other month)

May 16 Erie
Lunch at 1:00 p.m., Lake Shore Country Club.  Call 
Tim Healy at (814) 474-3536,  fax (814) 474-2700  
or email at thealy@velocity.net.  (Erie meets 3rd 
Wednesday of each month)

May 17 Trentwood
5:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. Wine tasting and hors 
d’oeueves at Lone Canary Winery located at 109 S. 
Scott St. There will be a short business meeting with 
elections of officers for 2007-8.   Call Del McKinley 
(509) 924-3077 or email at delmckinl@aol.com, or 

Jan Gorman (509) 926-5476 or email at 
jandon10@aol.com  (Trentwood meets 3rd Thurs-
day of each month)

Dec 5 Tacoma
Noon, Tacoma Elks Lodge, 1965 South Union.  
Contact Bob Mohr at (253) 820-6569 or 
bobjanetmohr@comcast.net. (Next Meeting Dec. 5, 
2007)

Oct. 1 Bay Area K.A.R.L.A. 
Please note new restaurant for KARLA. 11 a.m.  
Blake's at Boundary Oaks Golf Course in Walnut 
Creek. Email Carol Brown at:  cbrown3799 
@yahoo.com or Sharon Fraetis at lafnatv 
@silcon.com. December meeting TBA.

June 6 Chalmette
New Restaurant.Jasmine French Restaurant 
(across from the Slidell Train Station on the corner 
of Teddy Avenue - in Olde Towne Slidell) 1768 
Front Street (AKA US Highway 11, Blue Star High-
way)  Slidell, Louisiana, 70458. Restaurant Phone: 
(985) 645-9700  Call Sherman Faught at (985) 690-
4942.  Or email Chuck Schimmel at 
schimcol@aol.com. Chuck’s phone (985) 643-0437. 
Next meeting September 6th.

TBD Ravenswood
Dinner/Dance at the Green Hills Countryclub. 
RSVP. Call Dave Whitman at (304) 273-5548 or 
email him at dwhitman@wirefire.com

Oct. 20 Bay Minette, AL
4 PM - at Fire Mountain Restaurant in Spanish Fort 
at the Eastern Shore Shopping Centre. For info con-
tact Carl Holland at 251-937-9737; Freddie Hosey 
at 251-456-1267; or Betty Wilson at 251-610-5611. 



Treasures from Kaiser Shipyards
Child Care Center Spawns Young Artists

A collection of some 4,000 paintings done by chil-
dren whose mothers were working at Kaiser ship-
yards during WWII were discovered in the Rich-
mond, CA Museum of History recently and are 

now on display at the Oakland Museum of Chil-
dren’s Art.
The children spent 12 hours a day in Kaiser child 
care centers while their parents fought or partici-
pated in the war effort.  Many of their moms were 
Rosie the Riveters, building the Liberty and Victory 
battleships that helped the U.S. win the war.  
Among the children were former Contra Costa 
County Supervisor Tom Powers, enrolled for nine 
years at the child care center from the age of 3.  His 
father was an air raid warden and his mother was a 
teacher at one of 14 child care centers that Kaiser set 
up for his workers.  Betty Kano was enrolled when 
she was 5 years old and today she is an award- win-

ning professional artist based in Berkeley, CA.  
Called a national treasure, the art is considered  to be 
authentic documentation of a war put in the cultural 
context and simplicity of a child’s perspective.  An 
exhibition of 50 children’s paintings runs through 
June 3 at the Museum of Children’s Art, 538 Ninth 
St., Oakland, CA and will be moved to the Rich-
mond Museum of History in the fall.


